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Equinox 2023: The Annual International Conference 
Organized by 

Centre for Research,  
and 

IQAC 

Maitreyi College, University of Delhi 

Under the aegis of 

Vantage: Journal of Thematic Analysis 

 

Level: International  

Date: 23-25 August, 2023 

Name of the organizing Department/ Society:  Centre for Research (CFR), Maitreyi 

College (Under the Aegis of Vantage: Journal of Thematic Analysis) 

Name of the convener/ coordinator of the Event- 

● Coordinator: Prof. Haritma Chopra, Principal, Maitreyi College   

● Conveners: Dr. Gopi Devdutt Tripathy (Department of Sociology), Dr. Pinky 

Gandhi Bajaj (Department of Chemistry), Dr. Brototi Roy (Department of Zoology) 

and Dr. Meena Yadav (Department of Zoology)  

Total number of the participants/beneficiaries (with relevant proofs): 118 

 

The Centre for Research, Maitreyi College, University of Delhi, organized its three-day 

Annual International Conference, Equinox 2023, under the aegis of Vantage: Journal of 

Thematic Analysis, from 23rd to 25th August, 2023. The theme for the conference was 

Research, Development and Social Transformation and it was conducted in hybrid 

mode. There were more than 118 participants in the conference who not only 

represented different states within India but included eminent scholars from 

international institutions.  

The Inauguration Session was graced by the presence of Prof. Balaram Pani, the Guest of 

Honour, Prof. T. S. Rao, the Chief Guest,Chief Patron, Prof. Harriman Chopra, Principal of 

Maitreyi College, Dr. Brototi Roy, Convenor, Centre for Research, and Prof. Vijaya Laxmi 

Singh, Chairperson, Governing Body, Maitreyi College. The Abstract Book was unveiled 

and the session was further brightened by addresses by the dignitaries. 

It was followed by three technical sessions on day one. Technical Session-1 (TS-1), was 

conducted in hybrid with two fascinating guest lectures by Prof. Kallur Nava Saraswathy, 

Department of Anthropology, University of Delhi, and Dr. S K Dhawan, Ex- Chief Scientist, 

CSIR-NPL and MD, Vikas Lifecare Limited. Offline Poster Presentations, organised for the 

first time, were conducted after TS-1.  

Technical Session-2 was organized in the form of three parallel sessions involving offline 

oral presentations by faculty and research scholars from institutes within and outside 

University of Delhi who covered a wide a range of topics. A jury of academic experts were 

present for each Session. 
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The day ended with Technical Session-3, in which Prof. Mohammad Talib, Senior 

Associate, Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies, School of Anthropology, University of 

Oxford,  delivered an illuminating talk on challenges and scope for participatory learning 

in higher education.  

Day 2 of the Conference began with Technical Session-4 that comprised eminent guest 

speakers: Prof. Amman Madan, School of Education, Azim Premji University, Dr. Debajyoti 

Das, Edinburgh University and Dr. Pranjal Chandra, School of Biochemical Engineering, 

IIT BHU. It was followed by the parallel oral presentation sessions as part of Technical 

Session 5, which witnessed active engagement from the audience.  

The second day concluded with Technical Session-6, in which the guest speaker, Prof. Bal 

Ram Singh, Institute of Advanced Sciences, Dartmouth, Massachusetts, enthralled the 

participants with hjs talk on integrating pedagogies of sciences and social sciences. 

The third and final day of the conference began with Technical Session-7 – which 

comprised a talk on water conservation management by the guest speakers Prof Siva 

Kumar & Ms Jennifer Pandiyan (Founder & CEO, Thales Cleantech (OPC) Pvt. Ltd). 

The conference concluded with the Valedictory Session- enriched by the  addresses from 

Dr. Suman Govil, (Session Chair) Dr. Subeer S Majumdar (Chief Guest), Prof. Haritma 

Chopra (Principal of Maitreyi College), and a special guest Dr. Michele Friedner (Medical 

Anthropologist from the University of Chicago), who elaborated on her research on 

disability in India. The prize winners of the Oral and Poster Presentations were 

announced by Dr. Meena Yadav (Department of Zoology, Maitreyi College), along with the 

winning cover of Vantage magazine and best questions. The Valedictory Session 

concluded with a Vote of Thanks by Dr. Pinky Bajaj Gandhi and a rendition of the National 

Anthem.  

The conference brought together students from Sciences, Social Sciences and Humanities 

as they discovered convergence I their research and its collaborative transformative 

impact. It saw an active participation from the students and faculty members across 

departments.  
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Photographs of the event 
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Significance of the Event and Feedback:  The conference aimed to bridge the gap 

between theory and its application to societal problems, enabling a dialogue on the 

positive relationship between research, development, and transformation. It provided an 

academic space for ideas and questions on blending research with social goals, fostering 

a global forum for intellectual exchange which, in turn, put forward a paradigm which 

allows for better research development. The conference proved to be a success, with 

overwhelmingly positive feedback from the participants who enjoyed the session and 

were in favour of its continued occurrence. 
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